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2 Dale Cooper: Buddhist Mystic 

Ken Volante examines the influence of Buddhism and Eastern 
philosophy in Twin Peaks/ 

10 Twin Peaks Festival 2003 

Dana Ashbrook, Richard Beymer, Catherine Coulson, Don 
Davis, Rebekah Del Rio, Michael Horse, Kimmy Robertson, 
Charlotte Stewart, and Grace Zabriskie visit with fans at this 
year’s festival! 

18 Japanese Twin Peaks Card Game (Part 2) 

We’ve got the translated instructions to this rare card game. 

21 Wonderful & Strange: Carnivale 

It happens every fall, and this year it’s HBO’s Carnivale that 
is proclaimed the season’s Twin Peaks -ish series. 

24 The World Spins 

Actors from the worlds of Twin Peaks and Mulholland 
Drive have been everywhere —Alias, C.S.I., the covers of Time 
and TV Guide, and more! 

















Bale Cooper, Buddhist mystic: 

Twin Peaks and the Kvi o! Catching a Killer 


by Ken Volants 


Twin Peaks wa 


quirky style, strange characters, and engrossing c 
Episode 1002 1 introduced the viewing public to the investigative 
Agent Dale Cooper. He describes the history of the Chinese 

deeply moved by the plight of the Tibetan people and have 

deepest levels of intuition. (Episode 1002) 

Harry S. Truman and FBI forensics specialist Albert Rosenfield. It 

inspired by and representative of Buddhist principles, and there is 


sonally he is intimately immersed in 
ir others, his adherence to the “no-ha 


•— through his deep coi 


die extra slice of cherry pie, and Cooper’s joy in carving a little 
wooden whistle. About the latter, Cooper says, “That’s the kind of 

displays a Buddhist “presence” in the moment. 

Different Methods 

corpse “wrapped in plastic.” This discovery sets forth an incredible 
chain of events that opens up many mysteries of the past and serves 


In Cooper’s investigative metl 
attention to small details (which is r 
work), but also incorporates drean 


: only pays particular 
ns (which is unique) 


Volante has B.A.s in Philosophy and English Literature from the 
University ofPJoode Island, an MA. in Philosophy from Marquette 

Massachusetts — Amherst. He currently works as the Executive Assis- 
> Labor Relations at Madison Teachers Inc. and lives in Edge/ton, 


2 This image of the stoplight is incredibly poignant in the e? 
episodes of Twin Peaks and later in Fire Walk With Me, wh 
includes a scene of Laura Palmer jumping off of James Hurle 

are fully visible. After this emotional scene, Lynch spends a f 

























earlier lays the foundation for the investig 
tion via Cooper’s spiritual quest. Indeed, 
the beginning of episode 2002, Cooper r 


Laura Palmer are themselves 
tertwined. The deepest 


the complexity of the central mystery, Laura Palmer’s murder, 

deep regions of Laura’s life and death. 

Representative of Cooper’s and Truman’s differing methods is 
the agent’s first Red Room dream 4 (episode 1002). In the dream, the 
Little Man from Another Place’s cousin (who “looks exactly like 

Cooper wakes up, calls Harry, and says, “I know who killed Laura 

Truman and says that their job is simple: “Break the code, solve the 

Truman is unusually close and brotherly (considering their seem- 
exhibit limited tension. Fortunately, both Cooper and Truman have 

Truman’s patience with Cooper’s mystical dreams wanes. In 
episode 2008, Truman wants to arrest Benjamin Horne for the 

(like many others) in taking advantage of Laura’s problems and 
using her sexuality for profit at the casino and brothel, One-Eyed 


>f tire way, but I have had 


Hurley’s motorcycle rel 


“reality.” The Little Man from Another Place plays 
ably manifests itsdfin Twin Peaks “proper.” 


Cooper defers: “You are right. This is yo 




scientific, and personally 
se Albert Rosenfield states in episode 2009: “The only one of 

path; just follow” (italics added). This path is solitary and 






Cooper’s unorthodox crime-sc 

violate traditional ratiocinative detection but also ger 
discussed earlier, his revelations more frequently lead I 


rentually killed by her father Leland, who 
ne father?) evolved 

filter of the conscious mind, a filter that would likely discard the fact 
that prom queen Laura Palmer was violated and destroyed by her 

Hague points out that psychologist Carl Jung equates the 

dissolves the distinctions between subject and object.” 7 Intuition 
appears without the mediation of ego or duality. Here, as Hague 


s Angela Hague, ‘Infinite Games: The Deratioi 
ed. David Lavery (Wayne State University Press, 1995), p. 136. 

his movie Mulholland Dr. as alternately being like “fish” that need to 
be caught as well as “coming from nowhere.” 

’Hague, p. 136. 
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In episode 2009, Benjamin Horne mockingly asks Cooper, 
2017, Cooper unknowingly sits across from his dark nemesis 
encounter is hardly accidental. As Earle draws Cooper into his past 
In addition to specific references to Tibet, the show alludes to 

joint” (episode 1007). Albert Rosenfield says he forsakes violence 
and follows the path of Gandhi and King (episode 2003). Cooper 

In episode 2006, Mike/the One-Armed Man/Phillip Gerard tells 
as much about the One-Armed Man: “In another time, in another 

and lives among the shadows.” 

Harry S. Truman’s love affair with Josie Packard is highly 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of World War Two. Harry and 
another provocative instance, Catherine Martell fakes her death and 


world are subtle m 


orrific East/West encounter. Twin Peaks is also locatec 



stops fo: 


n, he takes a deep breath and wonders what 
(Douglas Firs). He savors his sips of coffee 

At one point in episode 1003, he 




Like a bodhisattva, 17 Cooper brings the man he has hunted for 

the jail cell floor after smashing his head against a steel door in a 
Bob-induced rage, Cooper holds him and quotes from the Tibetan 
Book of the Dead: “Leland, the time has come for you to seek the Path. 

yourself and abide in that state’’ (episode 2009). In this instance, 


he Buddhist 


he light, the 


...[Yjour life is short, [so] enjoy it day after day, moment 
him; when the devil comes, you will welcome him. 18 
Dale Cooper’s compassion leads the “devil” Leland Palmer/Bob 
The most difficult test in Buddhist compassion pertains to those 

““This must be where pies go when they die.” 

16 This simple observation reminds me of die great Zen author J.D. 
Salinger. The protagonist of The Catcher in Rye, Holden Caulfield, 
asks various New York City cabbies: what happens to those ducks 

17 The bodhisattva is the Buddhist who forgoes an entry into nirvana 

sacrifice that forgoes the “liberation of the self’ in order to help all 
of humanity. Cooper’s in 

“Shunrvu Suzuki, Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind (Wear 
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I iague notes that Cooper’s psychic openness exposes him to the 
evils. The line between the gifted and the damned narrows. The 
show ends with the riddle, a mystery: Cooper has been invaded by 
Bob and is now the "evil Dale.” Cooper smashes his head against 

His love for Annie Blackbume (who has been kidnapped by Earle) 
forces him to relive his past transgressions. Tire possibilities here 
are fascinating: a Buddhist mystic overcome by evil in a violent and 

story ends with tantalizing avenues left unexplored. 


Twin Peaks and the East/West Encounter 



20 See Wrapped in Plastic 66. 

essential contributions to this work. My father, Kenneth A. Volante 
show. Dr. Michael Vater (Marquette University) for his wonderful 


Lucien Miller (University of Massachusetts—-Amherst) for his great 














A DREAM OF DARK AND TROUBLING THINGS 


FULLY CLEANED AND REMASTERED 


AVAILABLE ONLY AT DAVIDLYNCH.COM 




Tumi Peaks Festival ZOOS 




















Michael Ho , 


Jody Applebaum of Philadelphia, PA (first 

WAE (second place) (Rob was first place 
last year), and J odiMcDonald of Cookeville, 
TN (third place). All three contestants 

Rob wagered too low, “Jodi-with-an-i” had 
less to wager, and “Jody-with-a-v” bet it all 



Celebrity Kick-off Dinner and Rebekah Del Rio 
Like last year, Saturday night’s big event 


great line-up of guests, some of whom had 

Richard Beymer (Benjamin'Horne)’ 
Catherine Coulson (die Log Lady), Don 
Davis (Major Briggs), Rebekah Del Rio 

(Deputy Hawk), John Neff (musician and 

(Lucy Moran), Charlotte Stewart (Betty 
Briggs), and Grace Zabriskie (Sarah Palmer). 


or film. Each performer took time to make 


'id Lynch.” I said, “David Lynch? You 


don’t you stand up and sing.” So I stood up 
to sing, and David said, “Why don’t you go 


know! So, basically that’s how it happened. 
Mulholland Dr/ My part was just this prior 


ar-before 


or Best Short 


feature. I did another short film for David 

written quite a bi/it is called Sabine and the 
Two-Headed Batty. I played Sabine, a pris¬ 
oner. I went to Sundance to their Directors 

















wanted to make it look like a regular televi- 



some stuff to make me cry. And I finally 
dropped the microphone and said, “Well, 

been.” The audience was totally taken in. 

Question: What did you sing? 

Beymer. I sang “Maria.” 

Question: Will you sing it tonight? 

Beymer: You don’t understand. I didn’t sing 
it [in West Side Story]. I just used a machine. 

Audience: Sing it anyway! 

Beymer: [Singing] Maria.. .Maria.... [Applause] 


Michael Horse: I’m trying to pitch my 
new series. Touched by an Anglo. [Laughter] I 



and get sent to the principal. I would do 

[approximately] fifteen voices in Spirit: Stal¬ 
lion of the Cimarron. 

who created Just Shoot Me. It is a wonderful 
really funny—and Cheri Oteri. It takes 
Mexico. It’s kind of like WKRP in Cin- 


m pretty fed up with i 














of Eric?” I said, “Oh, yeah.” And she never 

Costume Contest 

After the question-and-answer session, 

tume contest. As usual, fans were dressed 
as a variety of Twin Teaks and David Lynch 


gela Locke of San Francisco as Tojamura 
(second place), and Debra McGraw from 


Ashbrook arrived. Everyone knew he was 
the door, he was greeted with thundering 


the highlight being, of course, Rebekah Del 
Rio, who sang a number of songs from her 

performance. Her strong, beautiful voice 
captivated the audience. Rebekah sang for 










(which resulted in a hilarious exchange). 
Beymer played the entire, unedited tape on 
the big screen. Like last year, the final 

as festival-goers candidly expressed their 
thoughts about Twin Peaks and anything 
else that was on their minds. 

Serendipity seems to smile on Beymer 
as he caught Greg Olson, of the Seattle Art 

in placing the film reels of Wild At Heart 
into the proper showing order. Beymer 


followed Greg and Josh up the stairs and 


Beymer’s improvised piece. 

Next up was a greeting from David 
Lynch, taped specially for the 2003 Festival. 


Walk With Me. Isaak expressed his excite¬ 
ment about working with David Lynch and 
asked MacLachlan about working on Wild 

How* because “David didn’t ask me to be in 
that one.” Other clips included a schlocky 

porter interviewed Sheryl Lee and Ray Wise 
in the movie. Clueless about the intensity of 

reference to the scene in which Leland 

of the report, but there were also a few boos 
at the cavalier way the piece treated FWWM. 
Next, the audience saw a couple of 


gorgeous Sunday morning. Later, Josl 


Tibetan Rock Throw and Other Contests 

After lunch, many fans took part in the 
Tibetan Rock Throw contest in which they 


first person in line, Michael Wright of Ply- 
There were two ^^ 






/earned, over ten years after its appearance! But all of the instructions were in Japanese, so we could only 
guess at how the game was played. (It looked similar to UNO.) Fortunately, a couple of our readers 
went to work providing a translation, which we present here. We have reprinted a few of the 
accompanying illustrations, but you might want to pull out your copy o/'WIP 66 for reference. 

Japanese Twin Peaks 
Card Game 
(Part 2: Instructions) 

Translated by Noriko Hara 
Transcribed by Phil Eskew 


Do you know Twin Peaks? 

1990, Laura Palmer’s dead body was found on die riverbank wrapped in 
plastic. FBI Special Agent Dale Cooper has been assigned to solve the 
murder. The deeper he digs, the weirder things become. 


ow Twin Peaks is a card game! 

“Diane, it appears that Twin Peaks has become a < 







































• if a player forgets to draw a card from the 
player has play the game with one fewer cards (i.e. 



























Wonderful & Strange 



common? Northern Exposure, Picket Fences, 
American Gothic, Eerie Indiana, Wild Palms, 
Babylon 5, EZ Stm ts, Mnnh r (),n, Tin King¬ 
dom, Nowhere Man, Strange Luck, V.K 5, 
Medicine Ball, The X-Files, and Push, Nevada ? 
Give up? No, you don’t. You know 

Each of these series, at some point or 
another, has been compared to Twin Peaks. 
It seems that even' new season TV critics 


laborated on a hybrid of The Grapes of Wrath 
and The Stands 


\aks, die logic of the 
th and final episode-if 


Sioux City Journal (Iowa): “Overflowing 

resembles Twin Peaks in more ways than 
one. It’s quirky and metaphorical but it 

Post-Gazette (Pittsburgh): “It’s dark and 

series that has the aura of Twin Peaks and the 
era of Grapes of Wrath.” 



t off-putting, 
'ks looks like JAG.” 


Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY): “Viewers 


multiple story lines, Camivale also is the 
low since Twin Peaks.” 

Denver Post: “Camivale is Twin Peaks meets 
Grapes of Wrath meets Fellini.” 














I Don't Know Jack 



DVD NOW 
AVAILABLE! 


Only $29.99 each postpaid (US/Canada); 
$34.99 foreign overseas (note: these are Region 1)! 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS NOW AVAILABLE. 

Order ONLINE at www.wrappedinplastic.com! 


Written, directed by, and 
starring Richard Greenl 


7 Year ZigZag 

Follow the journey of a young man’s search for artistic 
and swing. This innovative film combines music and 

feet tapping regardless of your musical tastes! See WIP 57 for a full review! 

Only $29.99 each postpaid (US/Canada); 
$34.99 foreign overseas (note: these are Region 1)1 


Catherine Coulson 
Charlotte Stewart 

and many others! 
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T-Shirts & Coffee Mugs! 

Here they are —Wrapped in P/asf/cT-shirts and 
mugs in full color featuring Chris Moeller's 
incredible art from the cover of issue 17! 



tdlnPkii Wrapped in Plastic 

15-oz. ceramic coffee mug with Wrapped in 
Plastic logo and Moeller art! 

$13.99 


9 Plastic logo! dill Plat 

$11.99 

































For additional news, 
updates, and 
ONLINE ORDERING, 
check out our Web site! 


Excerpts from selected 
issues! Cover gallery in color 
with content summaries! 

News updates! Order back 
issues and subscriptions with 
a credit card! Press clippings 
of WIP and Spectrum reviews! 

And more! 






























DON'T MISS THESE OTHER EXCITING WIN-MILL PRODUCTIONS MAGAZINES! 

STILL AVAILABLE! COMING IN JANUARY (though technically the December i: 




















Order ONLINE at www.wrappedinplastic.com and www.spectrum-mag.com! 

Or mail payment to address below: 



32 Wrapped, in, plastic 



























































